The Medicinal Chemistry section of the MDPI journal Molecules organized, for the first time, the Molecules Medicinal Chemistry Symposium (MMCS). The 1st MMCS was held in Barcelona (Spain), at the Faculty of Pharmacy and Food Sciences of the University of Barcelona, on 8 September 2017.
In its first edition, the MMCS was planned as a conference limited in time, to one day, in the audience, to about 50 attendees, and focused on a specific hot topic such as anti-infective drug discovery. Eventually, more than 70 attendees of 18 countries participated at the 1st MMCS, mostly from academia but also from pharmaceutical industry and product development partnerships.
Under the title Emerging Drug Discovery Approaches against Infectious Diseases, the 1st MMCS was conceived as a monographic conference that sought to gather together experts in the field of medicinal chemistry of anti-infective agents, with the aim of providing a forum for discussion on novel drug structural classes, therapeutic approaches, biological targets, and resistance mechanisms, which could pave the way for the development of optimized therapies against bacterial, protozoan, viral, and fungal infections.
The 1st MMCS was organized in five plenary lectures by worldwide recognized researchers in this field: 
